
APDT Good Companion 
Awards

What they are and why do we use them?
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The Association of Pet 

Dog Trainers
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• The APDT is a not-for-profit Community Interest 
Company established in 1995 to promote training 
skills that improve the welfare of dogs and the 
competence of dog owners.

• APDT is a founder member of the ABTC.

• The Animal Behaviour and Training Council sets and 
maintains standards of knowledge and practical skills 
needed to be an animal training instructor (among 
others) and represents the training and behaviour 
sector to the public and to governments.



The Association of Pet 

Dog Trainers
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• APDT members undergo a rigorous assessment of both 
theoretical and practical knowledge and are committed to 
using kind, fair and effective training methods when 
teaching dogs and their owners. 

• All members work in accordance with a Code of Practice 
which prohibits them from using aversive training 
methods.

• The APDT promotes training skills and techniques based 
on up-to-date, researched methods that are in keeping 
with modern learning theory.



What are the awards?
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• THE APDT GOOD COMPANION AWARDS are 
awards that can be achieved by pet dog guardians 
together with their dog.

• Guardians will be assessed on their dog training 
skills, knowledge of dog welfare, behaviour and 
all-round good companionship. 

• The dog will be assessed on their ability to 
achieve what is asked of them by you.



• Any dog, of any age, or any breed can be entered for the 
GCA awards

• You can be taught by anyone who is a full member of APDT, 
or under their guidance.  

• It is vital that the APDT CoP is always adhered to, and that 
teaching is Kind, Fair & Effective.

• Only full members can assess you so that you can be 
guaranteed that the same standards are met across the UK

• Full members will always display their membership number 
so that you can check their status on the APDT website.

Rules and eligibility
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Why?

• Pet dog guardians:
• Measure progress
• Sense of achievement
• Fun with your dog

• Canine Partners’ Puppy Parents:
• Measure progress
• Sense of achievement
• Fun with the dog

• Puppy Parenting is about producing a well-rounded puppy, not 
an assistance dog, so the awards are well-placed to aid in 
checking their progression.



Documents

Information Pack

• Gives you lots of 
information about 
dogs that we need 
you to understand.

• You will be asked 
questions 
throughout based 
on this information.

• Technical terms are 
explained, but do 
not need to be 
memorised.



Documents

Guidelines

• Explains the 
exercises and what 
we are looking for.

• Tells you each 
exercise, and the 
goal for passing

• Your PTC will take 
videos over a six-
week period for 
assessment by an 
APDT member 



Levels of award
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Award



More information
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• https://apdt.co.uk/code-of-practice-apdt/

• https://apdt.co.uk/good-companion-awards/ 

Lorraine Smith MAPDT 01451

https://apdt.co.uk/good-companion-awards/
https://apdt.co.uk/good-companion-awards/


Questions?
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