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	Canine Partners is a registered charity that transforms the lives of people with physical disabilities by partnering them with assistance dogs. Our amazing dogs bring a greater independence and quality of life to their partners, offering support, security, companionship, and practical help with everyday household tasks. 

By volunteering at Canine Partners, you contribute to something incredibly special - ‘transforming the lives of people with physical disabilities by partnering them with assistance dogs’


	
About the opportunity
We recognise that grieving for a canine partner or a dog in training can be a very difficult time. Grief can come in many different forms and can invoke a range of emotions. Our Grief Companion volunteers will provide emotional support for our partners and volunteers by walking alongside them to help them navigate their grief journey. You will provide informal, one-to-one or group support in a safe space to share experiences and explore their feelings around their loss. 

By volunteering you will: 
Be a valued member of our Charity
You’ll play a key part by being there
Make a difference by helping people to feel heard and less alone

‘With out the continued hard work and support from our volunteers, we would not be able to provide our clients with our life changing dogs’


	What is involved
To provide a welcoming and supportive place to partners and volunteers to feel heard and less alone. Grief is very real. 
Give short-term, emotional support by email/phone call and/or virtual sessions
Signpost to other services when required
You can donate whatever time you have available; we ask for a regular commitment from you.


	
What we require from you
Compassionate and reliable
Presence and empathy
Good listening and communication skills
Good organisational skills
Computer skills in word, excel, email
Non-judgemental approach
Consistent and dependable
Always maintain confidentiality
Respectful of others' beliefs and opinions
Must be aged 18 and over
Happy to use your own phone and IT equipment to complete tasks and make phone calls
Level 2 Certificate in Counselling Skills (or working towards) or an Emotional Wellbeing qualification
Completion of Data Protection, Equality & Diversity, Wellbeing & Awareness, Safeguarding modules on ‘my course's’ platform.


	
Benefits

Remote role that fits in with your commitments
The satisfaction of using your skills to make a difference+
A sense of responsibility
Support from a friendly, dedicated team
Canine Partners email address
Volunteer clothing and ID badge
Completion of GDPR, Confidentiality, Mental Health Awareness, Safeguarding and Grief and Bereavement modules on ‘my course's’ platform.
Access to our volunteer portal with many resources for your use.
Invitation to join our Official Canine Partners Community Facebook Group






	
Grief Companion Volunteer Role Description 
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